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ADOPTION CONTRACT 

 
THIS AGREEMENT, made this ______ day of ___________, 2022 by and between 

Hope‘s Legacy Equine Rescue, Inc., 5145 Taylor Creek Road, Afton, Virginia 22920 

(“the Rescue”) and ______________________ (“the Adopter”), residing at 

______________________________________ Phone No. ________________________ 

Animal Name: ______________________ Breed: ___________________ Age: _____ 

Date of Birth: _____________________ Sex: _______________ Color: _____________ 

Limitations of Equine: 

 

 

Medical needs (if any) of Equine: 

 

 

ADOPTER agrees to the following terms and conditions:  
 
1. If adopting a mare, NO breeding shall be allowed. If the mare is bred and found to be 
in foal during an inspection, the equine will be immediately returned to the Rescue, the 
adoption is void, and any resulting live foal will become the property of the Rescue. 
Adopter will be responsible for any and all costs incurred by the Rescue for mare and/or 
foal in connection with the pregnancy and delivery of the foal. All costs associated with 
the foal after delivery and for a period of one year will be the responsibility of the 
Adopter.  

 
2. Euthanasia of the adopted equine shall only occur upon the advice and approval of a 
licensed veterinarian for catastrophic medical conditions. Euthanasia shall only be 
performed by a duly licensed veterinarian. A certificate must be sent to the Rescue by the 
vet stating the reason for euthanasia.  
 
3. Under no circumstances shall an adopted equine be used in any manner deemed 
unsuitable by the Rescue. This includes, but is not limited to, racing, or any other activity  
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that could endanger the health or even the life of the adopted equine. If during an  
inspection, the equine appears to be worked beyond its limits, the equine shall be returned 
immediately to the Rescue and the adoption is void and the adoption fee is forfeit. 
 
4. If, for any reason you are unable to care for the adopted equine, the Rescue must be 
notified. The equine can be returned to the Rescue, the Rescue can assist in finding a new  
home for the equine or the Adopter can find a new home for the equine. If the Adopter 
finds a new home for the equine, the new owners must agree to abide by the conditions of  
this contract and adopter will provide the Rescue in writing with the name, address, and 
phone number of new owner within 14 days of sale, assignment, or transfer of the equine. 
No refund or exchange will occur. The Adopter agrees to never allow the equine to be 
sold at any auction or put at risk for slaughter, including selling to a equine 
dealer/reseller. 
 
5. The Adopter will, at his or her expense, care for the equine in a responsible and 
humane manner. The Rescue guidelines for care of the equine include, but are not limited 
to: adequate shelter, feed, turnout, worming, farrier, veterinary, and dental care. 
 
6. If the equine is injured or ill, a licensed veterinarian must be called immediately and 
the equine shall be examined and treated as soon as possible at Adopter’s expense. 
 
7. The Rescue and/or its representatives, corporate officers, registered agent, or any other 
individual representing the Rescue shall not be held responsible for any 
unknown/undiagnosed health problems or conditions which may or be present at the time 
of adoption. Adopter understands that many of the conditions of the equine are not 
obvious, and the Rescue cannot know all of the details of the equine’s history. The 
responsibility for determining if the equine is fit for use by Adopter belongs solely to 
Adopter. Adopter agrees to accept the equine as is and where is. 
 
8. The Adopter agrees to inform the Rescue of any change in address or other contact 
information as long as they still own the equine. 

 
9. The Adopter represents and maintains that they are an individual over the age of 
eighteen (18) and are legally responsible for the care and maintenance of the above-
described equine.  
 
10. In the event the undersigned fails to comply with the terms of this Adoption Contract, 
the Rescue reserves the right to commence legal proceedings to recover the equine, and 
the undersigned shall be liable for all costs and expenses of the Rescue to recover the 
equine including damages which are assumed to be a minimum of $5,000.00 plus 
attorney fees.  
 
Temporary Placement 
 
The Rescue hereby authorizes the temporary placement of the above-described equine for 
a trial period of thirty (30) days. This trial period will begin as of this date. At the end of 



 

 

the trial period, the equine will either be approved for adoption or  
 

 
immediately returned to the Rescue by the proposed Adopter. Payment in the amount of 
$__________ shall be made to the Rescue at the signing of this contract. If the equine is 
returned to the Rescue during the trial period this payment will be returned to adopter.   
 

RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT  
 

I, ____________________, do hereby agree to hold harmless and indemnify the Rescue 
from any and all liability and/or ordinary negligence, and further release them, their 
Board of Directors, individually and/or jointly, their heirs and legatees, executors and 
administrators remised, and forever discharge from any and all liability, manner of 
actions, cause and causes of action, ordinary negligence, suits, debts, sums of money, 
bonds, and claims whatsoever in law or in equity, and particularly, without limiting the  
generality of the foregoing, all claims and/or causes of actions arising from any accident, 
loss, or damage to life or property, injury or illness, loss of life, including but not limited 
to, the undersigned or to any family member or spectator accompanying the undersigned 
during activities.  Adopter agrees to pay all legal or mediation costs that may arise. 
 
The Adopter also assumes the risks inherent in all horse-related activities, including but 
not limited to, bodily injury and physical harm to horse, rider, property and spectator.  
 
NOTICE: Section 3.1-796 through 3.1-796.133 of the Code of Virginia, which states in 
part: That there are inherent risks in equine activities, including (I) the propensity of an 
equine to behave in dangerous ways which may result in injury to the participant:  (II) the 
inability to predict an equine’s reaction to sound, movement, objects, persons, or animals:  
and (III) hazards of surface or subsurface conditions.  The waiver shall remain valid 
unless expressly revoked by the participant or parent or guardian of a minor, in writing, 
with receipt acknowledged by Hope‘s Legacy Equine Rescue.   
  
I have read and agree to the above and fully understand its meaning.  
 
 
 
 
_____________________________        ______________________________  
Signature of Adopter                     Hope’s Legacy Equine Rescue, Inc. 
           By Its Authorized Agent 
 
 
 
           Executive Director 
                      Title 
 
 
_______________         _______________ 
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Date           Date 
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